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R e n o v a t i o n s  o n 
P e t i g r u  C o l l e g e  , 
which normally houses 
t he  USC  Bu r s a r ’s 
Office, will continue 
throughout the entirety 
of the school year.
The refurbishments, 
which started earlier 
this month, will cost 
$3.5 million and are 
being funded by a state 
Capital Infrastructure 
B o n d ,  a c c o r d i n g 
t o  To m  Q u a s n e y , 
associate vice president 
for facilities.
The Bursar’s Offi ce, 
n o w  t e m p o r a r i l y 
housed at 516/518 Main 
St. between Blossom 
and Wheat streets, will 
return to the Greene 
Street building when 
construction finishes 
in late May or early 
June, Quasney said in 
an email response.
Quasney sa id the 
project wi l l  update 
several lacking aspects 
of Petigru, which was 
built in 1950 to house 
USC’s Law School . 
T he  c o n s t r u c t io n 
will replace the roof, 
heat ing, vent ilat ion 
and air conditioning 
and fi re alarms; install 
a fi re sprinkler system; 
r e p l a c e  w i n d o w s , 
c a r pet ,  l ight s  a nd 
PETIGRU ● A2
List of Events, Highlights
Where to Eat, Shop, Play
Football Advice, Opinions 
Read more inside in our Parents Weekend tab.
College launches center for poor communities
For  Col lege  of  Soc ia l  Work 
professors Darcy Freedman and Ron 
Pitner , Tuesday evening’s k ickoff 
celebrat ion for the Communit y 
Empowerment Center (CEC) in 
Columbia’s Gonzales Gardens and 
Lyon Street neighborhoods was the fi rst 
step in bringing months of planning 
into fruition.
The CEC, a collaboration between 
the College of Social Work and the 
Columbia Housing Authority , aims to 
address residents’ concerns through 
“community-generated, community-
engaged projects” Pitner said.
The project began in earnest last 
year when the research team distributed 
cameras to 18 residents throughout 
the neighborhoods and asked them to 
capture images of their communities’ 
problems and strengths . The pictures 
were showcased at the McKissick 
Museum earlier this year.  .
The center w i l l  address these 
issues by providing residents with the 
opportunity to apply for three $12,000 
“mini-grants” funded, along with the 
rest of the project, by a $650,000 grant 
Freedman and Pitner, the project’s co-
primary investigators, received from 
the Kresge Foundation . They opted to 
let ideas emerge from the community, 
said Pitner, because “we believe that 
any intervention that’s going to be 
sustainable has to have a buy-in.”
Pitner added that projects such as 
these “typically are top-down” in that 
Empowerment project 
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The College of Social Work and the Columbia Housing Authority have collaborated to create 
the Community Empowerment Center, which aims to address neighborhood concerns.
BACK TO SEC PLAY
USC TAKES ON VANDY
A2 Friday, September 23, 2011
A sea of dark suits, dress shoes and leather portfolios 
swarmed the Colonial Life Arena as more than 500 
business students searched for their dream job.
The Darla Moore School of Business hosted more 
than 50 companies at the annual Business Career Expo 
on Wednesday and another 70 Thursday. The company 
turnout is the largest in the Expo’s 6-year history, and 
student attendance shattered that of previous years, 
reaching a total of over 700 by Thursday . 
“We had over 300 students within the fi rst hour,” 
said Will Coxe  , Director of Employer Outreach said. 
“We are expecting to have over 1,000 students over 
two days.” 
Business undergraduate upperclassmen and graduate 
students were invited to the Expo where large name 
companies such as BB&T , Coca-Cola and AT&T 
hosted information sessions, conducted interviews, and 
took up resumes.
The record turnout of students can be linked to the 
failing economy and the fear that graduates will not be 
able to fi nd jobs once they graduate, in the opinion of 
fourth year marketing student Thu Thuy Nguyen . 
“The economy is the number one thing on business 
students’ minds,” Nguyen said. “Our class [of 2012] 
remembers when the economy plummeted and we saw 
how many of the business students couldn’t fi nd jobs.” 
The fear seems to be spreading as graduation 
approaches. Business students start searching for 
internships as early as their fi rst year and graduates 
have limited job options if they have not worked in at 
least one internship. 
In the experience of fourth-year marketing and 
global supply chain student Jocelyn Spurrier , who 
will be graduating this Spring, students have serious 
diffi culty obtaining desirable — if any — job offers. 
“I don’t know anyone who got a job out of college 
without a previous internship,” Spurrier said.  
Spurrier, who interned with manufacturing company 
Hilti, met and networked with company offi cials to 
help secure herself a future job. 
While the companies hosted in the expo are offering 
full-time positions, the vast majority of available 
jobs are for interns. Young men and women looking 
to begin a career are mostly graduate students with 
multiple internships and impressive resumes under 
their belts.
 Fourth-year undergraduates who plan to go straight 
into the work force with confi dence often know the 
right people within companies.
“There are a lot of top employers here offering up 
mostly internships,” third-year fi nance student  Andrew 
Lynch said. “I’m not worried about the economy 
because I’ve already had two internships with major 
manufacturing companies, and I have a lot of contacts.” 
But an availability of internships is certainly not a 
bad thing. Internships are one way students can rise to 
the top, network within major corporations and learn 
hands on. 
Belden, one of USC’s top full-time employers, 
hired 11 newly graduated students last year alone and 
recently funded the multimillion dollar construction of 
the Belden Room in the new Darla Moore School of, 
which opened Thursday. 
Belden expects to hire more USC alumni from all 
programs, including marketing, human resources, 
public relations and advertising.
Most other major companies, like Coca-Cola, Duke 
Energy and Belk, select up to six students per year 
primarily for internships or limited specialized full 
time jobs.
No records are kept on how many students receive 
jobs or offers from companies they met through the 
expo, but the students who attend the career fair are 
more likely to be offered a position, Coxe said. 
“Chances like the expo allow students to meet face 
to face with companies, which increases the chances 
signifi cantly of a student getting a job,” Coxe said.  
Tough economy drives business 
students to seek internships
Caroline Baity
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Career Expo brings job prospects
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
Cafe Verde became Cafe Cerrado 
Thursday afternoon.
West (Green) Quad’s Carolina 
Dining eatery was shut down around 
1 p.m. due to water quality issues.
Cynthia Steele , marketing manager 
for Carol ina Dining, sa id late 
Thursday that USC wasn’t yet sure 
what caused the problem.
“We take it that it was something 
with the city pipes,” Steele said. “It 
did not affect anything, but with 
the quality of water we didn’t want 
to chance it.”
Steele said facilities was working 
with the city to fi x the problem.
“It could be a broken main, but I 
can’t say that for sure,” Steele said.
Steele hopes the diner can open 
Friday.
Facilities hopes to reopen 
Green Quad eatery today
Ryan Quinn
RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/
news
pa i nt ;  a nd  prov ide 
the building with an 
emergency generator, 
Quasney said.
“ T he  pu r p o se  of 
this work is to replace 
building systems that 
have exceeded their life 
expectancy, including 
the roof, the HVAC 
and windows,” USC 
spokeswoman Margaret 
L a mb  s a id .  “ S ome 
minor improvements 
are being made. These 
changes will certainly 
improve the efficiency 
of the building.” 
Poor water quality 
shutters Cafe Verde
educate children who have come 
into our state for no other reason 
than they’ve been brought there by 
no fault of their own, I don’t think 
you have a heart.”
Perry f inished his defense by 
saying that, without education, the 
children of illegal immigrants will 
become a “drag on our society.” 
H is  re sponse  was  met  w it h 
loud boos f rom t he aud ience.
Former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick 
Santorum jumped in to call Perry 
soft on immigration because of his 
stance and the fact that he wants to 
put more “boots on the ground” on 
the U.S.–Mexico border rather than 
building a fence. 
“Gov. Perry, no one is suggesting 
up that the students who are illegal 
in this county shouldn’t be able 
to go to a college or university,” 
Santorum responded. “I th ink 
you’re sort of making this leap that 
unless we subsidize this then they 
won’t be able to go. Why should 
they be given preferential treatment 
as illegals in this country?”
Earlier, Perry had been the one 
to spark the tete a tete by saying 
Rom ney ’s  a l leged  suppor t  of 
President Barack Obama’s Race to 
the Top education program was 
not conservative. Race to the Top 
puts states’ education systems in 
competition with one another to 
win federal grant money. 
In his retort, Romney did not 
clarify whether or not he supported 
the program, but he gave a novel view 
on the common demand by students 
and parents for smaller class sizes.
“All the talk that we need smaller 
class sizes, that ’s promoted by 
the teacher’s unions to hire more 
teachers,” Romney said. 
But  i t  wa s  M i n ne sot a  Rep. 
Michele Bachmann who voiced the 
most radical view on education.
“What I would do as president is 
pass the mother of all repeal bills 
with education,” Bachmann said. 
“Then I’d go over to 
the Department of 
Education, I’d turn 
of f the l ights, I’d 
lock the door and I’d 
send all the money 
back to the states 
and localities.” 
A  p o l l  d u r i n g 
the debate showed 
that 47 percent of 
Fox News voter s 
agreed with Bachmann, say ing 
they would cut the Department of 
Education before any other federal 
department. 
Treasurer Loftis said Thursday 
at the Ale House, where the USC 
Romney supporters had gathered, 
that his endorsement of Romney 
was an easy decision.
“Perry has been a government 
employee for almost his ent ire 
life. Romney has been a private 
employer for his entire life,” Loftis 
said. “Romney has been signing 
the front of the checks, and Perry 
has been signing the back of the 
checks, and to me that makes a big 
difference.” 
PETIGRU ● Cont. from A1
ROMNEY ● Continued from A3
NEIGHBORS ● Continued from A1
Parker Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
A record-shattering 700-plus students attended this year’s Business Career Expo. More than 100 
businesses, including Coca-Cola, BB&T and Duke Energy, advertised internships and full-time positions.
they are determined by researchers, but this project will be “community-generated.”
Speaking at the kickoff event, Lyon Street Community Association President and 
life-long resident of the neighborhood Marvin Heller expressed his excitement for 
this aspect of the project. 
“I’m really encouraged by what the Community Empowerment Center is 
bringing here,” Heller said. “They’re not coming here telling us what we need; 
rather, they’re coming here asking us what it is we think we need and helping us get 
to that point.”
The effort will begin with weekly grant-writing workshops in October and 
November in the center’s offi ce in Gonzales Gardens, continuing as grants are 
awarded in February of next year and as the group works to establish an advisory 
council of residents to collaborate with the center’s staff.
Pitner and the center’s director, Stacy Smallwood , a doctoral candidate in 
the Arnold School of Public Health , didn’t know where their mini-grant funds 
would ultimately be awarded but offered as examples projects like improving the 
neighborhood’s public parks, creating art displays and engaging the area’s youth and 
mothers. The group of about 60 residents who gathered had a range of concerns for 
their communities and hopes for the project. Doris Cook of Gonzales Gardens was 
worried about the area’s gangs and the heavy traffi c on Taylor and Gervais streets 
and Millwood Avenue, arteries along which children play and live.
Grace Harley of Felton Street emphasized the need for jobs in the area and hoped 
that the project will help “keep kids out of trouble.”
Smallwood expressed broader goals for the project, hoping that it would “show 
[residents] that they do have a voice, that they can exercise it and that, when they 
come together, they can do amazing things.”
The project’s funding will end in 2013, but the group is seeking additional 
funding from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and hopes 
that the process of applying for mini-grants will give residents experience applying 
for other grants in the future. 
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
LOFTIS
As a group of USC students and South Carolina 
Treasurer Curtis Loftis watched in support 
Thursday night, former Massachusetts Gov. 
Mitt Romney discussed his stances on education 
and blasted Texas Gov. Rick Perry during the 
Fox News–Google Republican debate. 
A recent Winthrop University poll still fi nds 
Perry ahead of No. 2 Mitt Romney among South 
Carolina voters, but the gap has dropped from an 
11-point lead in August to a three-point lead — 
within the poll’s margin of error. 
Romney harshly crit icized Perry during 
Thursday’s debate for vot ing to al low the 
children of illegal immigrants in Texas to pay 
in-state tuition. 
“You know how much that is? It’s $22,000 a 
year — four years of college and that’s almost 
a $100,000 discount if you’re an illegal alien to 
go to the University of Texas,” Romney said. “If 
you’re an American citizen from any one of the 
other 49 states you have to pay $100,000 more. 
That doesn’t make sense to me.” 
Several other candidates criticized Perry for 
supporting what they consistently labeled a 
magnet for illegal immigration. But instead 
of retracting or downplaying his stance, as 
critics say Perry has done with his view of social 
security as a “Ponzi scheme,” the Texas governor 
gave an impassioned defense.
“I feel pretty normal being criticized by these 
folks, but the fact of the matter is this: There is 
nobody on this stage who has spent more time 
working on border security than I have,” Perry 
said. “I supported Arizona’s immigration law 
by joining in that lawsuit to defend it. Every 
day I have Texans on that border that are doing 
their job. But if you say that we should not 
A3 Friday, September 23, 2011
Romney attacks Perry on education policy 
Jeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
South Carolina Treasurer Curtis Loftis met with several students at Carolina Ale House to watch 
this year’s top Republican candidates square off at the Fox News–Google presidential debate.
Students, SC treasurer gather 
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Sporting traditional ankle-length 
thawbs and ghutras an iqal head 
coverings, about 12 Saudi Arabian 
students stood by at the Russell House 
Thursday afternoon to educate curious 
observers on their home country’s 
culture, economy and job market 
contributions.
Members of the Association of Saudi 
Arabian Students (ASAS) had planned 
to hold a showcase on Greene Street 
to celebrate the 81st anniversary of the 
union of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia , 
but rain forced them to move their 
displays onto the second floor of the 
Russell House. ASAS members chatted 
with passing students as they stopped to 
try on traditional Arab clothes, sample 
Arabic coffee and candied dates and 
receive Henna tattoos. They also handed 
out information on Saudi recipes, 
history and geography, technological 
innovations, economic growth and 
religious practices.
First-year Spanish student Peter 
Dolbir received an unexpected lesson in 
Islam, Saudi Arabia’s majority religion.
“I was taken by surprise, but it’s 
defi nitely great that the school sponsors 
these events so students can learn 
about foreign cultures,” Dolbir said as 
he surveyed a pamphlet. “Personally, 
I’ve never known anything about Islam 
before.”
ASAS president and second-year 
international business student Bader 
Almandeel hoped that the event would 
promote a better understanding of Saudi 
culture, which has grown on campus in 
recent years due in part to a scholarship 
program initiated by King Abdullah bin 
Abdulaziz al Saud and former President 
George W. Bush in 2005 . Founded to 
promote international human resources 
development, the K ing Abdullah 
Scholarship Program (K ASP) has 
sent more than 60,000 Saudi students 
to study in more than 30 countries 
worldwide in the past six years . The U.S. 
is now the KASP’s top host country, with 
25,000 Saudi students matriculated into 
American Universities . The program 
supports men and women seek ing 
degrees in medicine, engineering, 
science and business  — specialties which 
are currently high in labor demand in 
Saudi Arabia. ASAS currently has about 
170 Saudi members, but Almandeel 
says this number does not include the 
many American comrades and fellow 
international students who have joined 
the group over the years. According 
to Almandeel, Saudi Arabia has always 
maintained a mutual ly benef icial 
relationship with the U.S. ever since 
former President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signed an oil-search agreement with 
King Abdul Aziz ibn Saud . 
“People shouldn’t judge all Saudi 
Arabians by the actions of a few people,” 
Almandeel said. “Try to get to know 
Saudis here on campus — you’ll fi nd that 
there aren’t that many differences.” 
Kathryn Kranjc
KKRANJC@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Photos by Kelsey Phillips / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
ASAS students, including doctoral student Muhammad Alatan (above), donned traditional Arab “thawbs” while 
informing students about the economic and technological contributions of Saudi Arabian students in the U.S.
SAUDI STUDENTS HONOR NATIONAL DAY
Russell House event 
showcases contributions 
of Arab nation
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
Hispanic culture was on 
display Thursday evening 
a s  H ispan ic  Her it age 
Month took hold in two 
campus residence halls. 
Students Allied for Better 
I m m ig rat ion Opt ions 
(SABIO) hosted a lecture 
in the Honors Residence 
Hall on border violence 
and immigration issues 
while Students Associated 
f o r  L a t i n  A m e r i c a 
(SALA) hosted a Carnaval 
Brasileiro at Gibbes Court 
Bistro in Capstone.
M a c r i n a  C á r d e n a s 
A larcón, a communit y 
activist from the Mexico 
S o l i d a r i t y  N e t w o r k 
(MSN), an advocacy group 
that supports Chicago’s 
H ispan ic  com mu n it y, 
v i s i t e d  S A BIO  f r o m 
Tijuana, Mexico, to discuss 
t he  role  of  A mer ica n 
p o l i c i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
t he  Nor t h  A mer ic a n 
Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) and the Patriot 
Act, in the inf luxes of 
illegal immigrants from 
Mexico into the United 
States.
Th rough t ra nslator 
Stuart Schussler, also of 
MSN, Alarcon discussed 
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f 
maquiladoras, foreign-
run factories established 
under Mexico’s Border 
Industrialization Program 
in 1964, which she likened 
to “sweat shops.”
A larcón also argued 
that U.S. efforts to tighten 
the border, along with the 
growing infl uence of drug 
cartels in border towns, 
have made border crossings 
more dangerous.
L i s a  Sp l aw i n s k i ,  a 
fourth-year international 
studies and Spanish student 
and president of SABIO, 
sa id  t hat  t he  g roup’s 
founding goal was to “raise 
awareness of immigration-
related issues on USC’s 
campus.
“ S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ’s 
experiencing a similar 
s i t u at ion  a s  A r i z on a 
a nd G eorg ia  a nd t he 
S o u t h e a s t  r e g i o n  i n 
general with a growing 
L a t i n o  p o p u l a t i o n ,” 
Spl aw i n sk i  s a id .  She 
believes many students 
have misconceptions of the 
political and social issues 
surrounding immigration.
Me a nw h i l e ,  a c r o s s 
c a mpu s  at  Cap s tone , 
Ca rol i na  Di n i ng  a nd 
SALA attempted to raise 
awareness of Hispanic 
issues and students in a 
more festive environment.
Gibbes Court was fi lled 
with a mix of reggaeton, 
s a l s a  a n d  m e r e n g u e 
music, and the standard 
Barbecue Thursday fare 
was replaced with Brazilian 
steak, as Carolina Dining 
and SALA hosted their 
Carnaval Brasileiro.
C y n t h i a  S t e e l e , 
market ing d irector of 
Carolina Dining, worked 
with SALA in designing 
programs for Hispanic 
Heritage month. Steele 
said that dining would be 
working on SALA’s Salsa 
Night this month and the 
Day of the Dead later in 
the year.
 “W hat we hope to 
ac c ompl i s h  i s  to  g e t 
awareness out there that we 
have a Latino population 
at USC,” SA LA’s v ice 
president and fifth-year 
hu ma n resou rces  a nd 
marketing student Jorge 
Arias said.
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CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let 
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will 
print the correction in our next issue.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V iew poi nt s  page i s  to s t imu late 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected 
to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
L e t t e r s  a n d  g u e s t  c o l u m n s 
shou ld  b e  s ubm it t ed  v i a  e -m a i l 
to gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters 
must be 200 to 300 words in length 
and include the author’s name, year in 
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper of 
the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall and 
spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception of 
university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily 
Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the University 
of South Carolina. 
Th e Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher 
of The Daily Gamecock. Th e Department of Student Media is the 
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in 
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies 
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and posting on Twitter 
and Facebook — we’ll 
print more next Friday.
Facebook changes speak volumes to our online culture







Letters to the Editor
I’m writing in to respond to a letter 
to the editor by Michael DuBois 
published in The Daily Gamecock on 
Wednesday concerning the photo ID 
law that has yet to be precleared by 
the justice department. He basically 
said that if out-of-state students cared 
about voting in elections, they would 
plan to vote absentee or pony up the 
$25 needed to buy a 10-year driver’s 
license. 
There are two problems with 
this line of thinking. Like College 
Democrats President Victoria Black 
said, there is in fact a lot of planning 
involved in registering out-of-state 
st udent s .  There i s  a  massively 
complicated procedure for registering 
those students, then helping them 
secure an absentee ballot, that a 300-
word letter wouldn’t do justice. As 
for students, it’s not just on-campus 
students who would have a hard time 
voting. Most students are transient. 
While the majority live off-campus, 
they often change housing complexes 
from year to year. This may cause a 
problem if someone who now lives in 
the Woodlands registered while living 
in the Lofts at USC the year before.
About driver’s licenses, if you think 
you can just go down to Shop Road 
with $25 and they’ll snap your picture, 
you’re sorely mistaken. In this state, 
one of the things you must have to get 
your state ID is a birth certifi cate or its 
equivalent, which will cost students at 
least $12 if they live in South Carolina 
and probably more if they don’t.
The point is that by shifting the 
burden of verifi cation on voters instead 
of the Election Commission, they 
are simultaneously making it harder 
for hundreds of South Carolinians, 
including many Gamecocks, to have a 
say in the affairs of the city, county and 
state they are now studying in.
— Austin Jackson, fourth-year political 
science student  
College has historically been a 
place where students can challenge 
others and be chal lenged. It 
is a place for questioning and 
examining one’s bel ief s  and 
u lt imately st rengt hen ing or 
modifying them. To be successful 
in the “real world,” one needs the 
ability to fi rmly identify his beliefs. 
College should not be more of a 
“bubble” than it already is. In the 
real world, people are constantly 
surrounded by different beliefs, 
and the sooner students become 
accustomed to that, the better for 
their personal growth.
Education is not about being 
comfortable. It is about stretching 
you r se l f ,  whet her  lea r n i ng 
complicated new material for a test 
or examining differing world views. 
A “hard-core” liberal and “hard-
core” conservative may never see 
eye to eye, but in classroom debates 
they will learn how to better 
justify their own beliefs, while also 
learning to more greatly appreciate 
opposing views. As a conservative 
myself, in classroom debates I have 
learned that there are many valid 
points to liberal arguments, and 
I have a greater respect for the 
liberals I know and interact with. 
Before college, I rarely interacted 
w it h  people  who pos se s sed 
completely different opinions, and 
I have grown as a person from my 
experiences here, learning that it 
really is possible to become friends 
with someone different from me.
Reserving political expression 
for “rallies” and the like would only 
hinder students’ growth. 
You cannot truly explore your 
own beliefs without first being 
challenged.
— Caroline Hendricks, second-
year European studies and biology 
student  
I  ag ree  t hat  genera l 
b o o i n g  a n d  s h o w i n g 
school spirit is not being 
disrespectful to our military. 
But as a Midshipmen parent, 
I disagree that the USNA is 
at the end of the day “just 
another college.” These 
M idsh ipmen who play 
football also have military 
t ra in ing as wel l as fu l l 
course loads of challenging 
academics. Seriously, don’t 
even think that an SEC 
college football team and 
a service academy are even 
playing on a level fi eld. That 
is why the USNA should be 
respected even more, they 
truly play for the love of the 
game! GO NAVY!
— SEC/Navy Parent
I think you should talk to 
all the Navy fans that were 
sitt ing behind me. Talk 
about disrespectful. They 
did nothing but trash talk 
the whole game, talk ing 
bad about our team and 
the SEC. And I’m not just 
talking about a few people, 
it was several rows. I didn’t 
hear anyone around me boo 
or say anything bad about 
Navy to justify the way they 
were acting.
I’m sure Navy didn’t come 
to Columbia expecting a 
warm welcome, and I don’t 
think our student section 
did anything wrong. It’s a 
game, I have a feeling they 
expect that and didn’t think 
twice about it.
— Kelly Taylor
I think people should use 
wisdom. Respect and good 
sportsmanship go hand 
in hand. Especially when 
dealing with a military team, 
ESPECIALLY in time of 
war. #JustMyOpinion
— Wink Columbia
We spent countless hours putting 
together a Parents Weekend tab to tell 
you all about how good USC is — but 
we wouldn’t want you leaving Columbia 
without giving you both sides.
Have you noticed it’s a little diffi cult 
getting around? 
Do you suddenly 
f i n d  t h a t  y o u 
have misplaced 
your child in the 
teeming crowds 
of students? Well, 
t h e  g r o w i n g 
freshman classes 
these past  two 
years have made 
s p a c e  a r o u n d 
campus a little, 
w e l l ,  t i g h t . 
We’re sure you’ll 
u n d e r s t a n d . 
Wai t ing  for  a 
c o l d  p i z z a  o r 
burger in a line 30-people deep really 
reminds you of your college days, doesn’t 
it?
Speaking of food, it might be slightly 
impolite to ask about your child’s meal 
plan — especially if you bought a Flex 
meal plan. The price of that same cold 
pizza might get a little complicated, once 
you subtract the savings, carry the one 
and don’t the forget to multiply by the 
constant: outright scam.
Well, at least you can be excited for 
the Vanderbilt game Saturday. That’s 
sure to be fun, right? The tailgating, the 
cheering, the parties — you remember it 
all like it was yesterday. 
The same thing can’t really be said 
of your USC student, though. Between 
a ticket shortage and a clumsy online 
reservation system, your son or daughter 
likely stayed in his or her dorm. 
But they’ll always catch the next game, 
right? If they catch up on their loyalty 
points, and — you know what? Yeah, 
sure, they’ll make the next one.
So, your son or daughter picked a good 
school. He or she also chose a school rife 
with bureaucracy, questionable spending 
and decisions that at times make little 
sense.
Now, back to your normal programming.
 I’m sure you noticed when Facebook recently 
decided to make changes to its website. If you didn’t 
notice, then you probably noticed the statuses 
freaking out about it, or the statuses making fun of 
the people who freaked out. It’s entertaining that 
changes to one of the most popular social networking 
websites cause such a strong reaction, in some cases 
to the extent of mass cyber chaos, on that very same 
website. 
I don’t mind if Facebook wants to update the 
website, but the drastic changes it has made foster 
an environment for information overload. The new 
Facebook has at least three news feeds on the home 
page, and it prioritizes content for you by categorizing 
updates into Top Stories, Most Recent Stories and a 
section above the chat box that has instant updates. 
Instead of having to seek out their friends or specifi c 
informat ion, Facebook’s constant 
update section provides it for the users 
on the main page. 
Our generation is often accused of 
being multitaskers. We simultaneously 
do homework, watch TV and check our 
various email and social networking 
sites. I’ve heard negative crit icism 
concerning our tendencies to try 
and accomplish several tasks at once. 
Instead of being able to accomplish any 
one thing well, we tend to do many 
things halfheartedly. Facebook may be 
trying to cater to these aspects of our personalities. 
Facebook may be feeling intense pressure to 
remain competitive with social networking sites like 
Twitter that focus more on instant updates. Or it’s 
trying to keep its current users from switching to 
Google’s social networking site Google+. Either way, 
Facebook’s users use the website because they know 
what to expect from it, and clearly changes are not 
received well. If Facebook wants to be competitive it 
should continue to be a reliable social networking site 
that is easy to use and doesn’t try to refl ect popular 
characteristics of other websites. 
Perhaps because Facebook is such a strong part of 
our generation that when we feel like it’s drastically 
changing, our culture is drastically changing, too. But 
we will adapt as we did when we made the transition 
from MySpace to Facebook. So as the posters that 
hang in many dorm rooms say, originating from 
British war propaganda during World War II, “Keep 
calm and carry on.”  
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Chances are that if you’ve been 
listening to Girls since their 2009 debut , 
you own a number of V-neck tees, a pair 
of glasses that went out of style 30 years 
ago and have a real hankering for Pabst 
Blue Ribbon. 
But perhaps most importantly, you’ll 
be able to truly appreciate the immense 
progression this band has made in a 
mere two years.
“Father, Son, Holy Ghost” is Girls’ 
third record overall and second full-
length LP next to their aforementioned 
debut, simply titled “Album,” and 2010’s 
“Broken Dreams Club” EP, and it is by 
far one of the best records of the past 
few years. 
This album evolves into a series 
of emotions: love, longing, self-pity, 
forgiveness — they’re all featured 
prominently throughout the entire 
a lbum and r ing louder and t ruer 
than ever. Singer/rhythm guitarist 
Christopher Owens further solidifies 
his place as indie’s most melancholy yet 
powerful songwriter by accenting his 
lyrics with philosophical arguments 
and universal truths that resonate with 
almost every listener. On “Just a Song,” 
Owens repeatedly croons “Love, love, 
love; it’s just a song” in a wounded sigh 
that recalls a young Elliott Smith who’s 
had an even worse day than usual. And 
on “Forgiveness” he proclaims “And 
you’ll have to forgive me brother, and 
you’ll have to forgive me sister, and I’ll 
have to forgive you if we’re ever gonna 
move on”. 
Owen’s voice is an integral part of 
what makes this album so great. It is an 
anomaly because the way he sings is not, 
in a traditional sense, necessarily “good.” 
His tone and timbre constantly waver, 
and it is evident that he can’t really hold 
a note. However, without the ragged, 
fragmented quality of his voice, Owens 
wouldn’t be able to disarm the listener 
the way he does. It’s this vulnerability 
that tinges each line with pure drama. 
He comes off as the underdog, and 
we can’t help but root for him in his 
quest for love (“Honey Bunny”) , self-
acceptance (“Forgiveness”) and simply 
moving on in life (“Saying I Love You”) .
However, vocals and lyrics are only 
half the battle when it comes to crafting a 
fully involved album. The actual musical 
aspect is where many bands falter. 
Fortunately, this is most defi nitely not 
the case with “Father, Son, Holy Ghost.” 
While Girls do fall into the sophomore 
slump in the sense that they go for 
bigger, more grandiose arrangements, 
it all (miraculously) works very well and 
allows all parts of the album to adhere 
together in a very organic way. The 
instrumentation builds and grows, and 
each song seems related to the last, 
despite the constant changing of musical 
styles. 
The songs borrow heavily from the 
rock and roll of days passed and sound 
relatively familiar but not in a bad way. 
“Honey Bunny” recalls “Wild Honey” -
era Beach Boys mixed with a touch of 
surf rock, and “Die” draws inspiration 
from Deep Purple’s “Highway Star .” 
While “Album” was recorded solely by 
Owens and his partner in crime, Chet 
“JR” White , the addition of a full band 
on “Father, Son, Holy Ghost” gives the 
album a more fleshed out sound; just 
listen for the gospel organ on “Vomit” 
or the synthesized flutes on the outro 
of “Die.” Speaking of which, the former 
is not only one of the best songs on the 
album but also one of the most fully 
developed, emotional and immaculate 
songs of the past decade. 
Telling the tale of lost love, “Vomit” 
does for this album what “Stairway to 
Heaven” did on “Led Zeppelin IV” ; it 
provides a central point of focus and acts 
as the six and a half-minute crescendo on 
an already brilliant and ambitious album.
“Father, Son, Holy Ghost” will stand 
the test of time. It has everything that a 
lot of today’s music lacks, and with that, 
Girls reach a whole new plateau not only 
as a band but as a movement. 
Hats off to you, Girls; the fruits of 
your labor are absolutely delicious. 
 Ballerinas have taken to the streets 
of Columbia, posing en pointe in 
locations ranging from Finlay Park to 
the Columbia Museum of Art , as part 
of the Palmetto Pointe Project , a new 
collaborative photography initiative.
Jason Ayer , a Columbia native and 
creator of the Palmetto Pointe Project, 
will have his work on display this Friday 
at Cool Beans coffee shop on College 
Street. His unique and captivating 
photography collection showcases local 
dancers in unconventional settings far 
from the confi nes of the dance studio.
W hen a sked why he chose  to 
photograph dancers, he laughed and said, 
“Taking pictures of beautiful women is 
never a bad thing.”
“If I were 20 years younger, I’d do it 
for the women,” the father of two added 
jokingly. “Now I do it for the art.”
Ayer’s interest in photographing 
dancers began when he was a high 
school student in Charleston. He did 
technical arts work for the Youth 
Company in Charleston, and moved 
back to Columbia in the 1980s and tried 
his hand in theater by performing dance 
and musical roles at Workshop Theatre 
for a decade.
“I did a little bit of everything — 
singing, dancing and acting,” Ayer said.
Now Ayer is the photographer for the 
USC Dance Program as well as for the 
Coquettes.
At first glance, the Palmetto Pointe 
Project is reminiscent of New York’s 
Ballerina Project  , which received 
widespread recognition from The Wall 
Street Journal to the Australian ballet 
blog Behind Ballet . Quite popular 
on Facebook, the Ballerina Project is 
inspiring photographers nationwide, 
although Ayer said his aim is not to 
mimic the successful venture, which 
focuses on photographing dancers amid 
elaborate cityscape . His artistic vision 
spotlights the dancer rather than the 
setting.
Ayer prefers to match the setting 
to the dancer by drawing out her 
personality in each image or, for a more 
bold approach, taking them out of their 
element. Ayer’s process for a typical 
photo shoot involves meeting with the 
dancer at a location in the Columbia 
area, and then focusing his lens as her 
inner creative spirit is revealed through 
choreography and movement.
Ayer said dance photography is about 
capturing the personality of the dancer, 
and often this is achieved by placing her 
in settings that may contradict their 
personality or challenge her creativity. 
Not only do the dancers drive the 
photo shoot with their artistry, but 
they are given the final say on all the 
photographs. Ayer will not display an 
image that the dancer has not previously 
approved.
“If the dancer doesn’t like it then I’m 
not going to use it,” Ayer said.
The dancers also share in the profi ts 
of any images sold in which they appear.
Ayer and his ballerina subjects are 
making something unique to Columbia. 
His photographs are site-specific and 
therefore nostalg ic for Columbia 
residents. The Palmetto Pointe Project 
is uniquely South Carolinian and true 
to the artistic setting and lives of the 
dancers it portrays. Ayer’s slogan for the 
project is, “See some familiar and not-
so-familiar places in Columbia through 
the eyes of a dancer.”
W hile Ayer seeks out niches of 
Columbia for his backdrops, the dancers 
are central to the art. Each image is 
named for the dancer and not the place. 
Most of his subjects are performers with 
the USC Dance Company, but Ayer is 
interested in expanding the project to 
include other local dance companies.
Goals for the project include a website 
(already underway) and a calendar. You 
can check out Palmetto Pointe Project 
on Facebook now. Friday’s opening will 
give the public a chance to meet Ayer, 
purchase prints and meet the dancers 
featured in his new photographs.
The show will be on display at Cool 
Beans until Oct. 30 .  
Ballerinas leap off stage, take to streets 









       
Indie rock band shows 
growth on third album
Rebecca Krumel
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
USC Dance Company members pose for Jason Ayer’s Palmetto Pointe Project.
Courtesy of Jason Ayer
Courtesy of Jason Ayer





Palmetto Pointe Project brings 
dancers out of element for 
Columbia-based art exhibit
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
“I do not try to dance better than anyone else. 
I
 
only try to dance better than myself.”
 — Mikhail Baryshnikov 
PHD • JORGE CHAM THE SCENE
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HOUSING
3BD, 2BA one mile to USC, Old 
Shandon,fenced yard. 318-0729
EMPLOYMENT
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No 
Experience Nec.Training  Available. 
800-965-6520 Ext253
Millwood Ave and Woodrow St 
Upstairs Apt
Lg Upstairs duplex 2 BR 1 BA 
Central ac/heat with w/d 1yr lease 
Available now. Call 803-933-9017
Email mlblock@bellsouth.net
Sodexo at THE NATIONAL 
ADVOCACY CENTER is now 
accepting applications for a 
Part-time Front Desk Clerk/
Part-time Bartender. Qualified 
applicants must be able to work a 
flexible schedule, including some 
weekends. Most holidays off!
Apply in person, Monday-
Thursday, 10:00am - 3:00pm.
1600 Hampton Street ANNEX, 
Suite 310
Columbia, SC 29201
All applicants must be able to pass 
a background check and drug 
test!!  EEO/a Drug Free Workplace





Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available 
for addt’l cost
Noon, 1 business day 
prior to publication
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30 
characters
LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line
Aries 
T h e r e ’s  a  s e r e n i t y 
a b o u t  y o u  t h a t ’ s 
attractive. Contribute 
to your family. Accept 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s 




The next two days are 
good for making changes 
at home. Put in the extra 
e f for t  for  improved 
output. Friends are happy 
to help. Whistle while 
you work, and the love 
grows.
Gemini 
Acceptance and ease rule 
the day. Get involved 
with studies and projects 
t h a t  r e q u i r e  k e e n 
concentration; you’ve got 
it in spades. Finish up old 
business to make room 
for new.
Cancer 
Yo u ’ r e  e n t e r i n g  a 
prosperous phase. Don’t 
fritter it all away. This 
next month you earn 
g reater  perspec t ive , 
seeing all sides of issues. 
Use this to grow and get 
your house in order.
Leo 
You’re in charge and 
looking good. Unleash 
your brilliance. Follow 
a strong leader (or be 
one). Respectfully let 
others know what you 
want. Always say thank 
you.
Virgo 
F o l l o w - u p  a n d 
complet ion a re  key 
for the next two days. 
You get farther than 
expected, and friends 
help. Take act ion to 
forward a brilliant idea.
Libra 
Yo u ’r e  t h e  l i f e  o f 
t he par t y  now. Get 
together with friends to 
create new possibilities. 
What do you have to 
offer? What can you 
invent together? Make 
music.
Scorpio 
A s s u m e  m o r e 
responsibility for the 
next few days, and don’t 
expect it to be effortless. 
However, you’re gaining 
lots of brownie points. 
Add a smile and some 
elbow grease.
Sagittarius 
Go for what you believe 
to achieve it now. Don’t 
de spa i r  i f  t he  road 
to success has a few 
potholes, at least you’re 
on the right road. Aren’t 
you? Quest ion you r 
presumptions.
Capricorn 
Now’s a good time to 
reaffirm a commitment 
(romantic or otherwise). 
Discover the freedom of 
knowing where you’re 
going, or at least knowing 
who you are.
Aquarius 
A partner comes to 
y o u r  r e s c u e  w he n 
you fi nd yourself lost. 
Focus on abundance, 
balance and unity. A 
t iny bit of f r ivol it y 
would be OK.
Pisces 
Time to put on those 
work gloves and start 
d i g g i n g  f o r  b u r ie d 
t reasure. It  requ ires 
effort, but you’re being 
extremely product ive 




AYHOROSCOPES “SHUT UP LITTLE MAN! AN AUDIO MISADVENTURE ”
10:30 p.m., $6.50 students / $7.50 
general admission 
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St. 
JAHSON  AND THE NATTY VIBES
7 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $6 
The White Mule, 1530 Main St. 
TUNGUSKA, ORDER OF THE OWL, CAROLYN 
9 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21 
New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State St. 
TOMORROW
TODD WEAVER 
10 p.m., free 
Tin Roof, 1022 Senate St. 
ADAM KLEIN AND THE WILDFIRES 
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $6 in 
advance / $8 day of show 
The White Mule, 1530 Main St. 
ACROSS










17 Meat used in







23 Fab Four member
24 Prepare beans,
Mexican-style
26 Scary fl y






39 Surcharge for a
cab ride?
41 English __






47 Presario PC brand
49 Signifi cant period
51 Comfortably
rewarding







60 One with a
password
61 Davy Jones at an
abbey?
63 Gimlet garnish
64 Game show host


















8 Out of harm’s
way
9 Invitation on a
rep’s button
10 Losing candidate




13 Jessica of “Sin
City”
18 Slips up










































1 2 3 4
for 09/22/11
DIAMONDS ARE A  GIRLS BEST FRIEND
Jewelry Extravaganza
Friday, September 30th  10am - 7pm






Monday-Friday 10-7  Saturday 10-6
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Columbia Charlotte Shuttle
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NO PUSHOVER
Gamecocks will have 
hands full with confi dent, 
undefeated Commodores, 
new coach James Franklin
Steve Spurrier took a l ik ing to f irst-year 
Vanderbilt coach James Franklin when the two 
met at June’s Southeastern Conference spring 
meetings in Destin, Fla.  
“I think he’s an excellent coach,” Spurrier said. 
“I met him at the meetings and so forth. He seems 
like a really good guy. 
“I admire him because he doesn’t come to 
the meetings and do all the talking like some of 
the other coaches do. He and I sort of get along 
together fi ne about that.” 
Even if Franklin was quiet then, he did plenty of 
talking in the weeks and months after his hiring 
by the SEC’s longtime doormat. Everywhere 
he went, Franklin was adamant about his vision 
for Vanderbilt, insisting the program could and 
would rise above its less-than-storied history and 
become a force to be reckoned with in what is 
considered the nation’s best conference despite 
having just 11 winning seasons and four bowl 
appearances since fi nishing the season No. 12 in 
1948 . 
Frank lin, the former coach-in-wait ing at 
Maryland , wasn’t Vandy’s fi rst choice. The call 
only came to Franklin after Auburn offensive 
coordinator Gus Malzahn got a raise to remain 
on the plains. But once Franklin was in Nashville, 
he told everyone who would listen that Vanderbilt 
football was going to emerge as a contender in the 
SEC. 
Three games in, the Commodores are backing 
up Franklin’s bold talk off the fi eld — Franklin 
has secured commitments from numerous high 
profi le recruits — and on it. 
Vanderbilt is 3-0 for the first time in three 
seasons . The Commodore defense leads the 
nation in interceptions with 10 , three of which 
have been returned for touchdowns. Franklin is 
off to the best start by a new Vanderbilt coach 
since World War II. 
“Vandy comes in probably as up and upbeat and 
ready to play as they’ve ever been since I’ve been 





Defense returns to normalcyJones hopes to spark offense
K n o w i n g  h i s 
assignments is what gave 
Nick Jones the chance to 
shine against Navy when 
his number was called. 
Jones led all receivers 
with three catches for 52 
yards in the win. 
As Jones prepares to 
start this week against 
Vanderbilt , he knows 
the importance of his 
assignments. The passing 
ga me w i l l  be  pit ted 
against a secondary that 
is leading the country 
with 10 interceptions.
Though former Byrnes 
High School teammate 
Marcus Lattimore was 
the fi rst to hear the news 
t hat Jones w i l l  st ar t 
against the Commodores, 
Jones had the chance to 
tell his parents, who had 
some advice for him.
“They were pret t y 
excited,” said Jones of his 
parents’ reaction. “They 
told me to just play like 
I know how to play, and 
everything should work 
out.”
T he adv ice  ma kes 
perfect sense, as Jones was 
able to play his way into 
the starting role because 
he knew his role. Against 
Vanderbilt, something 
as simple as knowing 
the assignments and not 
being in the wrong place 
will be key to sparking 
the fl at passing game.
“They’ve got really 
good secondary guys,” 
Jones said. “We just have 
to play our assignments 
and get open as receivers. 
Stephen (Garcia) is going 
to throw the ball, and the 
line is going to protect 
great. We should make it 
work.”
T h o u g h  t h e 
Gamecocks have played 
Unu s u a l  o f f en s i ve  s c heme s 
have been the norm instead of the 
exception among USC’s opponents 
so far this season, and they have 
stretched the defense to its limit. The 
Gamecocks needed a last-minute 
interception last week to overcome 
Navy’s triple-option offense, which 
kept them off balance for much of 
the game.
“We always can do better. We 
could have done better last week,” 
sa id defensive l ine coach Brad 
Lawing . “We held them to 150 
[rushing] yards below their average. 
There were seven possessions , and 
they had three scores . You always 
look to do better than what you did.”
But now that ship has sailed, and 
Carolina will play its first of seven 
consecutive Southeastern Conference 
games against a Vanderbilt team that 
balances a threatening running game 
and a strong pass offense.
“They’re running the ball well 
right now, and their quarterback 
is a capable passer,” Lawing said. 
“They’re playing good football. From 
Week 1 to Week 2 to this past week, 
they’ve made drastic improvement. 
They do a lot of stuff formation-wise 
and create a lot of confusion.”
The cornerbacks, hardly a factor 
against Navy, will have a much bigger 
role to play this week to contain 
Va nderbi lt  quar terback Lar r y 
Smith . No receiver has averaged 
more than 35 yards per game for the 
Commodores, but redshirt freshman 
Chris Boyd has led his team with 
three touchdown receptions in the 
fi rst three games .
“They’ve got great receivers. I 
remember some of their receivers 
from last year,” corner Stephon 
Gilmore said. “They have a great 
quar terback .  We ju s t  have  to 
cha l lenge t hem at  t he l ine of 
scrimmage. They throw the ball a 
little bit more [than last year]. We 
have to be ready for them.”
Gilmore has not played up to 
his potential so far in the season, 
recording 16 tackles but missing 
some critical plays .
“I expect more from him, and 
he expects more from himself,” 
defensive coordinator Lorenzo Ward 
Beth Revelle / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Nick Jones led the Gamecocks in receiving last week.
Freshman to 
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Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
This isn’t your dad’s Vanderbilt. Under new coach James Franklin, the Commodores have roared to a 3-0 start as the land in Columbia tomorrow to face South Carolina.
B2 Friday, September 23, 2011
Vanderbilt vs. South Carolina
Around the SECRECORD WATCH
Career Pass Attempts
1. Todd Ellis 1,350 
2. Steve Taneyhill 1,245 
3. Stephen Garcia 968  
Career Pass Completions
1. Steve Taneyhill 753  
2. Todd Ellis 747  
3. Stephen Garcia 564  
Career Passing Touchdowns
1. Steve Taneyhill 62  
2. Todd Ellis 49  
3. Stephen Garcia 45  
Career Passing Yards
1. Todd Ellis 9,953  
2. Steve Taneyhill 8,782  
3. Stephen Garcia 7,209  
Career Rushing Touchdowns
T1. G. Rogers / H. Green 31  
T2. B. Bennett / A. Pinnock 27  
6. Marcus Lattimore 24  
Career Receiving Yards
1. Kenny McKinley 2,781  
2. Sterling Sharpe 2,497  
3. Alshon Jeffery 2,492  
Career Receiving Touchdowns
1. Sidney Rice 23  
T2. R. Brooks / J. Kelly / K. McKinley 
19  
7. Alshon Jeffery 16  
Career Receptions
1. Kenny McKinley 207  
2. Sterling Sharpe 169  
T6. Alshon Jeffery 146  
GAMEDAY 411:
WHERE: Williams-Brice Stadium in Columbia (capacity of 
80,250)  
WHEN: Kickoff is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
THE LINE: South Carolina by 16 points 
TICKETS: Tickets remain available through Ticketmaster.com. 
Tickets are $50. 
TELEVISION: The game will be televised on ESPN2 . Mark 
Neely will be the play-by-play man. Ray Bentley is the color 
analyst. A replay will be shown Sunday at 8 p.m. on SportSouth . 
Andy Demetra will be the play-by-play man and Brad Muller the 
analyst on the replay.
RADIO: Locally, the game will be broadcast on 107.5 FM . Todd 
Ellis will handle play-by-play duties. Tommy Suggs is the color 
analyst. Terry Cousin is the sideline reporter. The local broadcast 
will be simulcast on both Sirius XM satellite radio . The game will 
be on Sirius channel 220 and XM channel 199 .
WEATHER: The forecast for the Columbia area on Saturday 
calls for part ly cloudy sk ies with a 30-percent chance of 
precipitation . The high temperature is set to be 81 degrees, with 
the low being 61 degrees .
PROHIBITED ITEMS: The following items are now banned 
from the stadium: oversized bags and purses that exceed a 17-inch 
long, 12-inch wide, 10-inch tall frame with the exception of diaper 
bags ; video cameras, tripods and detachable camera lenses more 
than 6 inches ; personal seatbacks with arm rests ; unauthorized 
masks of any kind . Backpacks will be allowed into the stadium . 
However, alcohol remains prohibited in the stands . Fans with 
alcohol are at risk of ejection and possible arrest.
NEW IN 2011 : The Athletics Department announced several 
new features to game day for this season. The notable ones: There 
will be a new Under Armour merchandise location inside Gate 2. 
The Hall of Captains (West Ground Level) will reopen two hours 
prior to kickoff and remain open until kickoff . Gates 4, 14, 16, 22 
and 25 are early gates and will open two hours prior to kickoff . 
All other gates will open with 90 minutes before the start of the 
game . A fan help text system has been established. To utilize it, 
text USC, a space and then an issue and location to 69050 .
STUDENTS ENCOURAGED: USC students who enter the 
stadium an hour or more prior to kickoff with a student ticket will 
receive an extra loyalty point . Students with lower-level tickets 
(sections 23–34) will receive wristbands at the entrance and 
should enter through gates 23, 25 and 26 . The 2,100 student with 
seats in the upper east stands must enter through Gate 18 and will 
not be permitted to enter the lower level .
SERIES: South Carolina leads 16-4. 
LAST MEETING: South Carolina 21-7 in 2010 at Vanderbilt 
Stadium in Nashville, Tenn. 
SEC
Standings
SEC East  
SEC West  
South Carolina
1-0          --
LSU
1-0          --
Kentucky
0-0         1/2 GB
Arkansas
0-0          1/2 GB
Tennessee
0-1         1 GB
Ole Miss
0-1          1 GB
Georgia
0-1          1 GB
Miss State
0-2          1.5 GB
Florida
1-0          --
Auburn
1-0          --
Vanderbilt
1-0          --
Alabama
0-0         1/2 GB
Photos courtesy of USC Media Relations, Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
No coupon needed!
No expiration date to remember! Just bring in a 
valid student ID to any Columbia Jiffy Lube and receive this offer:
            Jiffy Lube, the Jiffy Lube design mark and Jiffy Lube Signature Service® are  registered trademarks of  Jiffy Lube International, Inc. ©2011 Jiffy Lube International, Inc.   All rights reserved.
Jiffy Lube 
Signature Service®
 Oil Change$8 OFF
SCORE!
10 Area locations 
To find the store nearest you and a 
chance to win a FREE oil change visit:
jiffylubesoutheast.com Keep my ride alive! TM
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If that’s the case, given the 
difficulties the Gamecocks 
have had with Vanderbilt 
in recent years, there might 
be cause for concern. The 
Commodores have defeated 
USC twice in the last f ive 
s e a s o n s  .  Va nd y  wo n  i n 
Columbia against the then-
No. 6 Gamecocks in 2007 
and repeated the feat at home 
in Nashville, Tenn., in 2008 .
USC has won two straight 
in the series, but both have 
b e e n  r a t h e r  h a p h a z a r d 
victories. The Gamecocks 
needed a fourth quarter rally 
for  a  come-f rom-beh ind 
14-10 win in 2009 and a late 
touchdow n f rom A lshon 
Jeffery last fall to seal an ugly 
21-7 triumph . 
Those experiences mean 
that even if Vandy’s 3-0 start 
has come against an FCS 
team (Elon) , a Big East team 
(1-2 UConn) and scuff ling 
Ole Miss (1-2) , and even if 
the Commodores haven’t 
wo n  a  c o n f e r e nc e  t i t l e 
since 1923 , the Gamecocks 
won’t be overlook ing the 
Commodores. 
“It’s going to be a tough 
challenge for our team at this 
time,” Spurrier said. 
Added offensive lineman 
Kyle Nunn : “They’ve beaten 
us a couple of t imes since 
I’ve first got here. They’re 
competit ive in the SEC ... 
you can’t really discount any 
team.” 
Beh ind redsh ir t  sen ior 
Lar r y  Sm it h ,  Vandy has 
played well on offense so far. 
But it has won games with 
its defense. Besides the 10 
intercept ions, the unit is 
fourth overall in the SEC 
for total defense, third in 
third-down defense and leads 
the SEC in sacks (eight) and 
turnover margin (plus-six). 
Spurrier said Vanderbilt 
appea r s  to  t a ke  a  lot  of 
pride in its defense, which, 
according to Spurrier, looks 
“as good as any defense in the 
nation right now.” 
“ T h e y ’ r e  p l a y i n g 
fundamentally sound; they 
tackle well; they look like 
they’re in great shape; they 
hustle,” Spurrier said. “That’s 
how you play good defense. 
You’re in position.” 
The concept of positioning 
is a lso an important one 
for South Carolina, albeit 
in a dif ferent manner. As 
the Gamecocks go about 
trying to repeat as Eastern 
Division champions and win 
their first league title since 
joining the SEC in 1992 , they 
understand they must win as 
many conference games as 
possible, especially against 
division foes like Vanderbilt. 
“It’s a ring game for us,” 
said center T.J. Johnson . 
“ T h i s  g a m e  i s  j u s t  a s 
important as any game, much 
less an SEC game. So we 
can’t take Vanderbilt lightly 
at all.” 
Spurrier said one thing 
that stands out to him is how 
Vanderbilt seems to enjoy 
playing football. He said it is 
obvious the Commodores are 
having fun, mainly because 
their play and Franklin’s 
philosophy are allowing them 
to. 
“And the way you have fun 
is playing it the right way,” 
Spurrier said. “You don’t 
have fun making a whole 
bunch of mistakes ... you’ve 
got to play it the right way.” 
Spurrier said he hopes 
the Gamecocks can begin 
to play that way — having 
fun by playing the game 
the way he feels they can. 
Johnson agreed, saying the 
team realizes that is key to 
achieving its dreams. 
“Our goal is to win the SEC 
Championship,” Johnson 
said. “We want a ring too.” 
T h i n g  i s ,  s o  d o e s 
Vanderbilt. Whether or not 
the Commodores have the 
depth and talent to sustain 
their hot start remains to 
be seen. But with the recent 
success and the breath of 
fresh air Franklin has brought 
into the program, Vanderbilt 
likely feels like it can. 
“ I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  h o w 
you could not take them 
seriously,” Johnson said. 
“They’re coming in with 
a lot of confidence, a lot of 
fire,” Spurrier said. “We’ll 
see if we can match it.” 
said of Gilmore. “I think he’ll 
be better. We’re starting to get 
into the meat of the schedule 
no w  w i t h  c o n v e nt io n a l 
offenses, and people are going 
to challenge us and see if we 
can play pass defense.”
The Gamecocks will gain 
additional depth at cornerback 
with the return of redshirt 
freshman Victor Hampton , 
who was serving a suspension 
after being dismissed from 
the team in June . He was 
reinstated a week later .
“Vic [Hampton] will play,” 
Ward said. “Vic has shown 
that he can challenge people, 
which we’re trying to get all 
the defensive backs to do. I 
expect him to play a lot. He’s 
been working on the defensive 
side of the ball to help us show 
the offense. He’s a tremendous 
ta lent , and he’s got great 
speed. We used him in a lot 
of situations last week and the 
week prior. He’s really helped 
us try to prepare on defense.”
U S C  w i l l  f o c u s  o n 
improving its third-down 
defense after allowing the 
M id sh ipmen  to  c onver t 
n i n e  o f  14  t i m e s  .  T h e 
Commodores, in turn, have 
struggled offensively on third 
downs, converting only 10 of 
41 this season.
“We’ve got to get better 
on third downs as a defense,” 
Lawing said. “Vandy does 
a lot of screens. They do a 
lot of different things — it’s 
not just turning it loose and 
running up the field all the 
time. We have to play within 
the scheme of our defense. It’ll 
be a lot different than this past 
week.”
Many of USC’s defensive 
leaders will maintain their 
roles in this week’s game. 
A ntonio A llen , who made 
the critical interception that 
sealed the Gamecocks’ win 
against the Midshipmen , will 
continue to play at Spur with 
Damario Jeffery as his backup .
DeVonte Holloman, who 
had sw itched f rom W i l l 
l inebacker to Spur in the 
offseason , is slated to play on 
the perimeter after tackling 
well last week. Jimmy Legree , 
who had a disappointing game 
against Nav y, wil l be the 
backup to D.J. Swearinger at 
free.
The Gamecocks will look to 
build on key stops against the 
Midshipmen to contain the 
Commodores’ conventional, 
i f  t h reat en i ng,  o f f en s e . 
Although this week marks the 
beginning of a critical stretch 
of conference games, this 
matchup as important as any 
other for the USC defense.
“Every game should be the 
same,” Lawing said. “You only 
get so many opportunities to 
play. We’re one-fourth of the 
way through our season right 
now. You only get so many 
opportunities, and they all 
matter.” 
c lo se  g a me s  ag a i n s t 
Vanderbilt in recent years, 
USC hasn’t lost since 
Chris Smelley was the 
starting quarterback in 
2008. Garcia has had some 
of his strongest games 
against the Commodores, 
going 22-33 for 312 yards 
and two touchdowns in 
2009 . In 2010, he was 
31-39 for 355 yards and 
two touchdowns with one 
interception .
W h i l e  U S C  h a s 
had success against the 
Commodores recently, 
it’s no secret that this isn’t 
the same Vanderbilt squad 
the Gamecocks have been 
victorious against the 
past two years. Under 
new head coach James 
Franklin , Vandy enters 
Willams-Brice Stadium 
undefeated, beating Ole 
M iss  la st  week 30 -7 . 
Vanderbilt’s secondary 
had five interceptions in 
the win.
“ T h e y  p l a y  t h e 
coverage s  t hat  most 
teams play,” coach Steve 
Spurr ier sa id.  “They 
disguise well with a zone 
blitz. You look at them 
on tape and guys are 
in position. They play 
fundamentally sound.”
Just as Vanderbilt is an 
entirely different squad 
from the one that went 
2-10 last season, so is 
the USC passing game, 
which has been essentially 
dormant the first three 
games of the year.
Against Navy, Garcia’s 
numbers improved as 
he got over the hump of 
200 yards passing in a 
game, throwing for 204 . 
Still, with a 72-percent 
completion, he had no 
touchdowns in the game 
and one interception .
Play ing opposite  a 
secondary that has been 
successf u l in get t ing 
turnovers, Garcia will 
have to eliminate some of 
the errant throws that he’s 
made so far this season. 
Deep in Navy territory, 
Garcia threw the ball as 
he was being hit, giving 
the Midshipmen an easy 
interception on the 2-yard 
line.
Fur t hermore,  w it h 
concern being placed on 
the number of carries 
running back Marcus 
Lattimore has had in each 
of the first three games, 
including getting the ball 
37 times against Navy, 
the passing game needs 
to be effective to lessen 
his load.
And while Vanderbilt 
is a dangerous opponent 
to throw the ball against, 
the opportunities for the 
passing game are on the 
rise this week as the depth 
at receiver is signifi cantly 
better than it was versus 
Navy.
D.L. Moore is healthy 
and is expected to play 
this week, while Jones will 
start opposite of Alshon 
Jeffery on the outside. 
In the slot receiver role, 
Bruce Ellington, Jason 
Barnes and Ace Sanders 
are all expected to get 
playing time.
For Jones, it’s a game 
of  a s s ig n ment s .  The 
offense knows what the 
assignment is against 
Va nd y,  but  i t ’s  j u s t 
a mat ter of i f  it  w i l l 
complete it.
“We work really hard 
on the passing game, and 
it’s going to improve,” 
Jones said. “It’s expected 
to improve.” 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Junior DeVonte Holloman (21) will stay at boundary safety this week against the Vanderbilt Commodores. 
DEFENSE ● Cont. from B1
OFFENSE ● Continued 
from B1
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
VANDY ● Continued from B1
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No. 7 Oklahoma State at No. 8 Texas A&M 
(Saturday at 3:30 p.m. on ABC) 
Amid upheaval over conference realignment, 
Oklahoma State and Texas A&M prepare to face off in 
a Big 12 showdown with each side looking to preserve 
its undefeated season . The Cowboys lead the nation in 
passing , but they will face their fi rst real challenge from 
a top defensive team.
“We play a good football team on the road that is 
very deserving of a top-10 ranking,” Oklahoma State 
Mike Gundy said. “They are one of the few teams 
that I’ve seen over the last few years that are really 
solid in all three phases of the game. They’re playing 
really good on offense, they’re playing really good on 
defense and they’re sound in the kicking game. They’ve 
become a complete football team.”
No. 11 Florida State at No. 21 Clemson (Saturday 
at 3:30 p.m. on ESPN) 
The Seminoles , who took a tough loss to No. 1 
Oklahoma last week , hope to get their season back on 
track in their fi rst road game of the year against ACC 
rival Clemson . Last week’s upset of Auburn vaulted the 
Tigers into the Top 25 .
“The goal is to try to win every game,” Clemson 
coach Dabo Swinney said. “You don’t plan to lose any 
games. I’m proud of our team for being 3-0, but this is 
an important week. We get into ACC play on Saturday, 
and that’s really what it’s all about. Our next goal is to 
win the division, and in order for us to do that, we have 
to keep improving. We have to stay committed to our 
standard that we’ve set and our process of preparation.”
North Carolina at No. 25 Georgia Tech (Saturday 
at noon on ESPN) 
In a meeting of 3-0 teams , both sides will look for an 
early win against an ACC rival . North Carolina began 
its conference schedule with a win over Virginia last 
weekend , and it will rely on quarterback Bryn Renner , 
who has thrown for an average of 231 yards per game , 
to lead them past the Yellow Jackets . Georgia Tech has 
stayed undefeated on the strength of its dominating 
offense, leading the nation in rushing yards and points 
scored , but it will look to its defense to put pressure on 
Renner.
“Hopefully you don’t let him have the little dink and 
dunk short passes that they throw,” Georgia Tech coach 
Paul Johnson said. “You’re going to complete a high 
percentage if you’re not throwing more than three or 
four yards downfi eld , so you’ve got to try to take some 
of that away. I think he’s a very talented guy; hopefully 
you can put some pressure on him. Hopefully he’ll 
make a mistake somewhere along the line. He’s very 
accurate, and they’ve got good receivers, and they’ve 
got a good idea of what they want to do on offense.”
Missouri at No. 1 Oklahoma (Saturday at 8 p.m. 
on FX) 
Oklahoma has won its last 17 meetings at home 
against Mizzou, and the Sooners own the nation’s 
longest current home winning streak at 37 . But Missouri 
heads to Norman after a 69-0 win over Western Illinois 
in which it shattered several school records on offense, 
amassing 744 total yards while allowing just 44 . The 
Tigers hope to carry some of that momentum into their 
fi rst Big 12 contest of the year.
“Oklahoma is an outstanding football team,” 
Missouri coach Gary Pinkel said. “I don’t think they 
have any weaknesses. They are very impressive on both 
sides of the football and are playing very well. When 
you look at [quarterback] Landry Jones , you see the 
development over the last few years. He’s a really great 
player, and he has great players around him. It’s a great 
atmosphere. [Bob Stoops] is a good coach. He gets his 
players ready to play. I think it’s a combination of all 
those things. That’s also the challenge that anybody has 
going in and playing in Norman.”
Kansas St. at Miami (Saturday at 3:30 p.m. on 
ESPNU) 
After shutting out Kent State last weekend , the 
Kansas State defense will face its fi rst major challenge 
of the season when it confronts the speed of Miami’s 
offense. The Hurricanes , who upset Ohio State for 
their first win last weekend, are led by sophomore 
running back Lamar Miller , who has averaged more 
than 150 yards in the fi rst two games of the season .
“This is a major step for our defense,” Kansas coach 
Bill Snyder said. “It will be very defi nitive on where 
we are. Hopefully we play as well as we are capable of 
playing and continue to make some improvement, and 
that will give us a good assessment of where we are 
regardless of the outcome ... This will probably give us 
as good of test as we can have.”
Notre Dame at Pittsburgh (Saturday at noon on 
ABC) 
After notching its f irst win against No. 15 
Michigan State last week , Notre Dame will look to 
build momentum against a Pittsburgh squad that 
let a 17-point lead slip away in the fourth quarter 
against Iowa . Notre Dame will focus on containing 
quarterback Tino Sunseri , who threw for 255 yards in 
the loss to Iowa . Sunseri has improved each week as he 
grows comfortable with a new system under fi rst-year 
coach Todd Graham .
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Oklahoma State, Texas A&M 
meet in Big 12 showdown; crucial 
ACC clash in Death Valley
Paulina Berkovich
PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Shane Keyser / KANSAS CITY STAR
Oklahoma State quarterback Brandon Weeden will lead the Cowboys into College Station against Texas A&M.
Georgia at Ole Miss (Saturday at 
12:21 p.m. on SEC Network)  
It didn’t take long for this matchup 
to be coined the “Hot Seat Bowl,” as 
the jobs of both UGA coach Mark 
Richt and Ole Miss coach Houston 
Nutt appear to be in jeopardy after 
this season. Coming off a 30-7 loss to 
Vanderbilt , the Rebels are hoping to 
rebound at home against the Bulldogs, 
while Georgia’s defense looks to build 
on its shutout of Coastal Carolina last 
weekend . 
“I think that they are a team that 
is obviously going to be hungry for 
a victory, a team that is going to be a 
little wounded, a little mad,” Richt told 
reporters. “But we are a little wounded 
and a little mad too, so it ought to be a 
pretty good game.” 
No. 14 Arkansas at No. 3 Alabama 
(Saturday at 3:30 p.m. on CBS)  
Alabama’s second-ranked defense 
meets Arkansas’ No. 8 offense in what 
is expected to be a tight contest in 
Tuscaloosa. 
Despite the preseason injury to 
running back Knile Davis , quarterback 
Trey Wilson has passed for 822 yards 
in just three games , but the Razorbacks 
will have to stop the Alabama rushing 
attack of Trent Richardson and Eddie 
Lacy . 
“Arkansas has some really good wide 
receivers out there,” Alabama coach 
Nick Saban told reporters. “They have 
a really good quarterback. Those are 
the things they are going to try and 
use. They have offensive weapons, so 
obviously they are going to use them. 
They are real big on the passing game, 
so obviously our pass rush is going to 
have to be on point this week.” 
No. 15 Flor ida at Kentucky 
(Saturday at 7 p.m. on ESPN)  
The Wildcats are looking to rebound 
at home after a loss to Louisville against 
the Gators. Florida goes to Lexington 
after a 33-23 victory in which Chris 
Rainey made some noise in college 
football, tallying 212 total yards . 
“This is definitely an emotional 
game,” UK coach Joker Phillips told 
reporters. “You have to wear your 
emotions on your sleeves. We want our 
guys playing angry. That’s the way this 
game is meant to be played.” 
Flor ida  At lant ic  at  Aubur n 
(Saturday at 7 p.m. on FSN)  
After a loss at Clemson, Auburn will 
get the chance to bounce back against 
lowly FAU, which lost 41-3 to Florida 
and 44-0 to Michigan State . The score 
against Auburn should be no different 
as the Tigers look to gain momentum 
before traveling here to play USC. The 
issue for Auburn has been the defense, 
which is ranked No. 107 in the country. 
“Obviously, we’d love to be playing 
better on defense right now,” Auburn 
coach Gene Chizik told reporters. 
“We’re going to continue to work in 
that direction,” Chizik said.
No. 2 LSU at No. 16 West Virginia 
(Saturday at 8 p.m. on ABC)  
West Virginia will be LSU’s third 
ranked opponent on the road in just 
the fourth week of play . While LSU’s 
offense wasn’t sharp in Starkville against 
Mississippi State , they’ve had over a 
week to iron out the wrinkles before 
heading to Morgantown. Though the 
Mountaineers are No. 7 in passing , as 
Geno Smith already has 1,008 yards 
on the season, they have yet to face a 
secondary like LSU’s. 
“It’s a group that’s made out of very 
talented individuals,” West Virginia 
coach Dana Holgorsen said of LSU’s 
defense. “They’re not just from the state 
of Louisiana — they get them from 
Texas and from all over. Coach (Les) 
Miles has established the program over 
the last several years.”
Louisiana Tech at Mississippi State 
(Saturday at 7 p.m. on ESPNU) 
Mississippi State fell out of the 
rankings this week after going 0-2 in 
the SEC with losses to Auburn and 
LSU . The Bulldogs have a chance to get 
back some momentum at home against 
Louisiana Tech before having to travel 
to Athens to play Georgia. 
“There’s a lot of things that we want 
to accomplish as a team this year that 
are still ahead of us,” MSU coach Dan 
Mullen said. “Most importantly, it’s 
becoming a better football  team.”
Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
UGA coach Mark Richt said he expects his Bulldogs and Ole Miss to play with an edge after both teams lost their SEC openers.
Georgia, Ole Miss square 
off in ‘Hot Seat Bowl’ 
while LSU travels to WVU
Isabelle Khurshudyan
IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
1. Just what has James Franklin 
done in his short time in Nashville? 
When he first stepped on campus, 
James Franklin began preaching about 
changing the culture surrounding 
the football program at Vanderbilt. 
The fi rst place he did that was on the 
recruiting trail, picking 
up a couple of four-star 
recruits and causing a 
stir by poaching recruits 
from Virginia Tech and 
Mississippi State. That 
at t it ude carr ied over 
to  t he  we ight  ro om 
and practice f ield, and 
everyone is starting to see 
the beginning of those 
results on the playing 
f ield. Whether or not 
the team keeps winning remains to 
be seen, but there’s been a different 
attitude among the players this season 
— practices are more upbeat, and the 
players are more confi dent than they’ve 
ever been. A complete culture change 
definitely hasn’t been realized, but 
Franklin has Vanderbilt heading in the 
right direction.
2. With a 3-0 start, does the goal 
change from simply making a bowl 
to something bigger?
Starting off the season with three 
straight wins has gone a long way 
to improving this team’s confidence 
heading into the most diffi cult part of 
the schedule. That said, everyone always 
knew that this three-game stretch to 
start the year was going to be the easiest 
portion of the schedule. Coach Franklin 
or any of the players (who Franklin 
seems to have t ra ined to answer 
questions) will say their goal every week 
is to win that week’s game and play 12 
one-game seasons. Realistically, the 
season has already been something 
of a success — Vanderbilt has already 
beaten more BCS-conference opponents 
than it did each of the past two seasons 
combined. A bowl game still seems to 
be the goal with the senior class trying 
to become the fi rst Vanderbilt players 
ever to win two bowl games, although 
they certainly haven’t ruled out loftier 
ambitions.
3. How far has Larr y Smith 
progressed since last season?
After leading the team to its first 
bowl win in 53 years in his fi rst career 
start, Larry Smith has not been able 
to live up to expectations over the past 
two years in Nashville. After failing 
to make any progress as a junior last 
season, Smith has finally started to 
show signs of life at the quarterback 
position, specifi cally when making reads 
downfi eld . While he hasn’t been fl ashy 
this season, Smith has avoided mistakes 
and been an effective game manager. 
Although he is not particularly mobile, 
his ability to read defenses has been 
key to Vanderbilt’s limited offensive 
success so far this season. Smith shows 
this ability the most on option read 
plays, the most commonly run play on 
offense and arguably the most effective. 
Larry Smith still will not win games 
for Vanderbilt by himself, but he is no 
longer the liability under center that he 
used to be.
4. How key has the defense been to 
the team’s turnaround?
It really isn’t possible to overstate 
the importance of the defense so far 
this season, a unit that has scored as 
many touchdowns as it has given up. 
Defensive coordinator Bob Shoop’s 
empha s i s  on  forc i ng  t u r nover s 
and making big plays has shown — 
Vanderbilt is ranked second nationally 
with 12 takeaways so far this season. 
While seniors Casey Hayward and 
Sean Richardson have been mainstays 
of the Vanderbilt secondary for each 
of the past two seasons, junior Trey 
Wilson has stepped up in a big way to 
give Vanderbilt one of the best defensive 
back units in the conference. When the 
offense has had success this season, it 
has been when they feed off the defense, 
taking advantage of field possession 
and momentum that the defense has a 
tendency to snatch up. For Vanderbilt to 
have any measure of success for the rest 
of the season, the defense must continue 
to play at a high level.
5. Prediction time — who you got?
Carolina certainly has the better team 
and will come to play after a wake-up 
call against Navy last week. I don’t have 
to tell anyone in Columbia how good 
Marcus Lattimore is, and Vanderbilt is 
very shallow at linebacker. Even with 
Alshon Jeffery , Stephen Garcia probably 
will not give the Vanderbilt defense too 
much trouble, but Lattimore will be too 
much for Vandy to handle. I expect a 
reasonably low-scoring game with most 
of both teams’ yards coming on the 
ground. Gamecocks win 24-10. 
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According to Vanderbilt’s offi cial athletics website, 
punter Richard Kent is an “accomplished cellist.” 
The redshirt junior makes sweet music with his right 
foot as well. Just ask South Carolina.
The Gamecocks defeated Vandy 21-7 last fall in 
Nashville, Tenn. , but at no fault of Kent, who was 
stellar. The Marietta, Ga. , native punted nine times for 
a total of 417 yards against USC, averaging 46.3 yards 
per kick . Four of Kent’s punts against the Gamecocks 
went for 50-plus yards, including a 60-yard kick.
USC started four drives after Kent punts inside their 
own 20-yard line. The Gamecocks’ average starting 
fi eld position was the USC 27.
After Kent’s performance at the game, USC coach 
Steve Spurrier remarked, “Jiminy Christmas.”
The effort against USC was just part of the bigger 
picture for Kent, who emerged as one of the best 
punters in America last fall. With an astonishing 84 
punts for the woeful 2-10 Commodores in 2010 — the 
second-most in the nation — Kent led the country in 
both total yards punting (3,511) and average yards per 
game (292.6) .
Despite the heavy workload, Kent nevertheless was 
defi ned by quality rather than quantity. Less than a 
third of Kent’s kicks were returned. In fact, Kent had 
more kicks downed inside the opponent’s 20-yard line 
(27) than were returned (26) . 
And it’s not like Kent simply muscled the ball for 
a touchback every time. His leg is strong — Kent 
connected on kicks of at least 50 yards in 10 of 12 
games last season — but only 10 of his 84 punts 
reached the end zone.
USC’s first-year special teams coordinator John 
Butler said Kent’s ability jumped right out at him when 
he began to analyze USC game fi lm from last season.
“When I came here and was doing my breakdowns 
[of USC’s 2010 games], I noticed him,” Butler said. “I 
said, ‘Man, this guy was bombing the ball last year.’”
Kent has continued to do the same this year. His 
numbers have dropped slightly — the Commodores, 
as would be expected of a 3-0 team, haven’t punted as 
much — but they are nevertheless impressive. Kent is 
currently 19th in the nation with an average of 43.88 
yards per kick and 11th in total yardage with 746 .
Butler said there isn’t much that can be done 
strategically when dealing with a punter like Kent 
other than being mindful of his ability.
“He’s a weapon for them,” Butler said. “It doesn’t 
necessarily change the game plan, but we have to be 
aware of how far he’s punting the ball.”
Punt returner Stephon Gilmore agreed with Butler’s 
assessment. Gilmore said that when facing a “great 
punter” such as Kent, “you’ve just got to be smart 
about knowing when their players are in your face; call 
a fair catch when you can.” 
Chances are,  Kent will  provide plenty of 
opportunities for Gilmore or receiver Ace Sanders 
to do just that. Rarely, if ever, do Kent’s punts get 
returned . Of his 17 punts so far this season, only fi ve 
have been returned.
Of the 12 unreturned, only one has been a touchback. 
Five have been downed inside the opponent’s 20-yard 
line. Five punts have gone for 50-plus yards. 
The combined yardage for the fi ve returned punts 
of Kent’s is 22, or an average of 4.4 yards per return. 
According to Butler, USC’s goal is to get at least 10 
yards per punt return and hold an opponent to a net 
punt of 35 yards.
“But if a guy like [Kent] comes up that’s punting the 
ball 55 yards, it’s going to be a big challenge,” Butler 
said. 
Five Questions with The Hustler
BEHIND ENEMY LINES: 
SPECIAL TEAMS
The Daily Gamecock sits 
down with Vandy’s paper
Ryan Velasquez
RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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James Franklin has changed the culture at Vanderbilt in just a few months.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
 
Walk-on was dominant against 


























Vanderbilt punter Richard Kent has ability to change game with leg
This Week’s Games
Arkansas at Alabama
Oklahoma State at Texas A&M
Florida State at Clemson
Virginia Tech at Marshall
Florida at Kentucky 
Missouri at Oklahoma
LSU at West Virginia 
Oregon at Arizona 
Georgia at Ole Miss
















































USC 21, Vandy 14

